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NIU Libraries

Founders Keepers
Upcoming Events
 May 30: Memorial Day
(Libraries Closed)
 June 13: Summer Session Begins
 July 4: Independence
Day (Libraries Closed)
 August 7: Summer
Session Ends

Room Naming
What shall we call the
quiet space being developed on the first
floor? These are the
suggestions sent to
Founders Keepers:
The Cerebral Center
Headspace
The Synaptic Waystation

The Cortex Closet
The Rumination Room
The Grey Matter Garrison
Decompression Chamber
Serenity Suite
Tranquility Room
Your Place to Reflect
Quiet Space
Reflection Room

Founders Café News
Founders Cafe will be
open during the summer starting Monday,
June 13. They are closing for a bit to do some
maintenance work.

Their hours will be
Monday-Thursday 8a2p. If you have any
questions, please contact Ninette Weaver in
Food Services.

Which do you prefer? Send
you vote to rcordell@niu.edu by June 10.
The decision will be announced in the June issue
of Founders Keepers.
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New Exhibits of Southeast Asia Collection, by Joanna Kulma
This month the Southeast Asia Collection has
two new exhibits up.
The first one is on the
first floor of the library
and is entitled Women
of Southeast Asia. This
exhibit explores the
many facets of womanhood in Southeast Asia,
from costumes to their
roles during wartime, as
well as their place in
society and the political
arena. The exhibit
showcases four women
in particular who have
shaped modern Southeast Asia: Thai Princess
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn,

Princess Buppha Devi of
Cambodia, former president of the Philippines
Corazon Aquino, and
Burmese political stateswoman Aung San Suu
Kyi.
The second exhibit is in
the SEA Collection and it
features an in depth
look at the music of
Cambodia, from traditional music to the music of today and everything in between.
Through books, photos,
articles, and records the
exhibit explores such
topics as traditional mu-

sic, Cambodian music of
the 1950’s and 1960’s,
music performance and
dance, as well as stories
of music under the
Khmer Rouge and Cambodian music today.
This exhibit was curated
entirely by SEA student
worker and graduate
student in Anthropology
Alexxandra Salazar.
The first floor exhibit will
be up thru June, and the
fourth floor exhibit thru
the end of the summer.
Come check them out!
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Getting to Know...Ken Kamm
I have worked at Founders Memorial Library for
almost 20 years, I came
across Normal Road in
late September 1997
from the Financial Aid
Office in Swen Parson
Hall and now work in the
Gifts unit of Technical
Services. I have been
employed at NIU for 27
years.
I was born and raised in
Sycamore, living on a
farm west of town for my
first 14 years, and then
moved into Sycamore in
1975. I still reside in

the same home now
that I share with my
mother.
Many people refer to me
as the guy with the mind
that is like a steel trap
that hold all kinds of
information. I can recall
many things for time
gone by. I guess that is
why I enjoy working on
my Family History. I
have compiled information on both my father’s side and my mother’s side of the family. I
have also worked on a
couple of other family

trees and discovered
unsolved murders,
strange twists in the
family tree, and even
some undiscovered photos, along with finding
identities people in photos I have that I did not
know. My family refers
to me as the Family Archivist.
My greatest joy of late is
being able to welcome
into the world my first
great- nephew, Skylar
McBride, and my first
great-niece, Phoenix
Aurora Trotter.

The Last Word

Kathy Ladell with
Gladus and Shurlee

May is National Pet
Month. It is also Mental
Health Awareness
Month, Military Appreciation Month, Motorcycle
Awareness Month, National Bike Month, and
devoted to awareness of
a long list of diseases
and conditions.
(Congress is apt to designate a month to many
causes.) All of these are
good causes, but back
to National Pet Month. I
have only one pet, a cat
named Xena who is lovely and will sit in any
available lap. We lost a
dog and a cat to old age
and health issues, so

Xena is an only pet (for
now). I think of pets as
family members. All of
this probably explains
why I am so fond of the
therapy dogs that have
been visiting our library
for two years. These
dogs provide stress relief and comfort to those
they visit, whether in
schools, libraries, nursing homes, or hospitals.
It would be difficult to
place a monetary value
on their services, but
students certainly flock
to the newfies and appreciate a little canine
attention. And the dogs
seem to appreciate stu-

dent attention! (Just
look at the way Gladus
seems to be enjoying
being petted by Kathy.)
Owner Lynette Hillier
has five Newfoundland
dogs (!), as well as an
assortment of horses
and goats. The horses
and goats do NOT live in
the house, but all five
dogs do. Can you imagine it? Wall-to-wall
dogs...I wonder if I
should be counting the
groundhog that lives
under the garage and
forages in the backyard
as a pet; he does keep
the grass trimmed!

